Karate England 

A position statement on Karate in England by the Board of Karate England.

1. Karate is the most popular martial art practised in England. Sport England’s Active People Survey show nearly 100,000 participants over 16 and that figure could be increased by 50% if the age 5-16 age group is included. 

2. Karate is recognised as a sport by Sport England and the Central Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR) and valued for its benefits to society;

· It is an excellent way of keeping fit and has many practitioners over 50. 

· It encourages self-discipline and builds confidence and respect for others. 

· It can be practiced safely and has built a good reputation with local authorities, schools and sports agencies. 

3. Karate sadly has a long history of political instability largely due to its complex division into different styles and associations.  Governing bodies over the years have attempted to bring stability to Karate but have never achieved this aim for very long. 

4. There is currently no National Governing Body (NGB) for Karate recognised by Sport England.  The majority of Karate Associations are members of either Karate England which has 35,000 practitioners or the English Karate Federation (EKF) which has slightly less practitioners although a large number of small Karate Associations. 

5. The President of the English Karate Federation Carl Lindley presented a report to the AGM of the EKF on the 15th March and this has been widely circulated. The report may give the impression that all Karate in England is overseen by the EKF, but as shown above, this is not the case. 

6. The vision set out in Mr Lindley’s report of a well regulated, safe and quality Karate experience for all is shared by all who are passionate about Karate in England. There is complete agreement between the EKF and Karate England on all the fundamentals in Karate. There are, however, a number of omissions in Mr Lindley’s report. 

7. The first of these is the divisive effect of the rules of World Karate Federation (WKF) on Karate in England. The WKF have decreed that member federations (the EKF in England) must not have “sporting relations” with non members. This has meant that the traditional friendly interaction between Karate Associations and Clubs has been blocked; and many Karateka both inside and outside of the EKF deeply regret this*. Not only that but some of England’s most promising Karate competitors have been prevented from representing their country at international level. At the British Universities and Colleges Sports (formerly BUSA) championships last year many of the winners were outside the EFK and despite the BUCS policy on selecting the teams to go forward for international selection a number of students were not allowed to be part of the selection process, 2 examples highlight this; Bath University (affiliated to FEKO) achieved the most overall points of any British University and all their members were excluded. A second example id Holly Sterling of the KUGB who won her category but was excluded from the selection process and in fact no representative was sent to represent British Universities at the World Student Championships. At this year’s championships there were again many non-EKF successes including Holly Sterling, a student at Sunderland University. Holly has recently won both women’s Kumite and Kata titles at the British Universities Sports Championships held in Sheffield. Under the present regime Holy will be unable to be selected to represent her country at World level. Karate England challenges the need for and fairness of this WKF rule. We believe that it is not good for Karate and appears to go against the Olympic ideal. Our aim is to ensure that all our members have the freedom to compete nationally and internationally without unfair restrictions and in a way which reflects the Olympic Charter. 

* An account of the AGM of the EKF was posted by Mr Terry Wingrove, (who was a sponsor and key figure in the formation of EKF) on his Cyberbudo website (date 16th March). He describes a “very volatile and emphatic debate of the famous 21.0 WKF rule of which forbids any sporting contact with an non-WKF members. According to his account, this argument went backwards and forwards with Mike Dinsdale repeatedly restating the WKF position that there was “no lee way whatsoever” re any contact with non-WKF members.”

8. The second omission is the factual position regarding Sport England recognition. Mr Lindley writes “Sport England steadfastly refuses to formally recognise us in spite of WKF and IOC recognition, as well as indisputable proof that the associations that formed Karate England in 2005, with very few exceptions, now form the EKF”. 

As stated above, the “few exceptions” form Karate England with 35,000 provable members. And Sport England have attempted to unite all Karate in England: in February 2008 representatives of the EKF and Karate England met with Sport England and it was agreed at that meeting to form a steering group for unification with Sport England support. The EKF subsequently reneged on that agreement and refused to nominate any representatives to a steering group despite repeated attempts by Sport England to foster a dialogue. Karate England are on record as willing to enter into a dialogue about unification of Karate in England at any time, with or without the participation of Sport England. 

Finally, as Sport England have so far declined to comment on their refusal to recognise the EKF, it must be asked; “have they applied for recognition”?” The answer is no. 

9. Despite the negative impact of the World Body rule and the EKF tactic of enforcing that rule the state of Karate in England is good with many new students joining clubs up and down the country. Karate has more to offer now than ever before as a healthy lifestyle which breeds respect and self-confidence and makes a contribution to many national agendas for young and old alike. 

Further information on all aspects of Karate can be obtained by e-mailing Karate England on admin@karateengland.org.uk 

John Bell on behalf of Karate England Board.  
